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Minnesota organizations collaborate to deliver clean, sustainable, and affordable transportation at the Great Minnesota Get-Together
 

SAINT PAUL, Minn. – Sept. 7, 2009 -- At the Minnesota State Fair this week, four local organizations got it together to deliver a public service message about affordable, clean and sustainable transportation.

 

"When you use solar photovoltaic (PV) technology to generate electricity that offsets $2.50/gallon gasoline used to run an internal combustion vehicle, and instead charge the battery of an electric vehicle with the PV system, you are not only using renewable and sustainable energy to do it, the savings from using sunshine to power your vehicle will pay for the PV system in as little as five years," said Rebecca Lundberg, CEO of Powerfully Green, a local renewable energy installer.  

 

Lundberg has spent the last twelve days at the Minnesota State Fair communicating this message in the net zero energy home she helped construct in the Eco Experience Building. The zero energy house has 7.48 kilowatts of solar electric PV panels installed on it, generating enough energy to heat, cool, and power the dwelling all year, with a net zero use of fossil fuels.

 

"There are so many good technology options available in electric vehicles on the market now. We are living in exciting times. New technologies are bringing electric vehicles to the roads and the vehicle markets as we know them are going through a lot of change." said Jukka Kukkonen, Chief Technical Officer of The Electric Vehicle Store. "Electric cars and trucks, in addition to providing us clean and sustainable transportation, can also help us to build new energy solutions when used with solar energy PV systems," said Kukkonen.

The Minnesota Renewable Energy Society (MRES) is exhibiting its Solar Trailer at the Eco Experience Building at the Minnesota State Fair by charging a MILES ZX40ST electric truck with electricity generated from Minnesota sunshine. The electric charge on the MILES truck comes from the 1.6 kilowatt solar PV array on the MRES solar trailer. The Electric Vehicle Store loaned the MILES electric truck for exhibition and demonstration to show how solar energy can be used efficiently in transpiration applications.

 

“Electric vehicles are creating a tremendous opportunity to bring solar energy into transportation in Minnesota, because you can use any electricity to charge the vehicle. However, solar energy has an important role in the Minnesota energy mix,” said Ralph Jacobson, an MRES Board member and CEO of Innovative Power Systems. “If we allocate energy sources to their highest best use, we can achieve both economic and environmental security by combining solar energy into intelligent transportation applications," said Jacobson. MRES is hosting the solar exhibit for the Eco Experience at the Minnesota State Fair, and demonstrating the electric vehicle application with solar PV charging at their Solar Trailer just outside the entrance to the building. 

Combining solar energy with electric vehicles creates a symbiotic relationship between the economy and the environment for positive social change. MRES is celebrating its 30th Anniversary with a series of events. On October 2, MRES will host a presentation and panel discussion with an electric vehicle and solar exhibition at the Rapson Hall Auditorium at the University of Minnesota. The event takes place literally on the eve of the annual American Solar Energy Society (ASES) National Solar Tour, whose Minnesota leg is organized by MRES. The October 2nd event will be sponsored by The Electric Vehicle Store, and there will be a display of electric and hybrid vehicles outside Rapson Hall on Church Street beforehand at 5:00 p.m. For more information go to: www.mnRenewables.org or www.mnSolarTour.org
- MORE -

About Minnesota Renewable Energy Society

The Minnesota Renewable Energy Society (MRES) is a member-run, 501(c)(3) non-profit organization founded in Minneapolis in 1978 to promote the use of, and to engage in advocacy for, renewable energies in Minnesota through education and through the demonstration of practical applications. MRES is involved in education, awareness, and advocacy efforts for all forms of renewable energy, with a particular emphasis on solar technologies. The mission of MRES is to advance a sustainable society and a renewable energy economy through education, leadership, and example. The organization’s vision is to be a key catalyst in advancing solar energy and in transforming Minnesota's energy landscape to embrace efficiency and sustainability. For more information go to: www.mnRenewables.org

About Powerfully Green

Powerfully Green offers complete design and installation packages for both solar electric and solar thermal systems. Rebecca Lundberg, CEO of Powerfully Green, is a NABCEP certified Solar PV installer and licensed Minnesota Residential Building Contractor. For more information go to: www.powerfullygreen.com

About The Electric Vehicle Store
The Electric Vehicle Store offers a variety of zero emission plug-in electric vehicles for practical solutions for everyday commuting and transportation needs. The Electric Vehicle Store was founded in 2006 by local entrepreneur Carl Gulbronson, who has successfully built several other businesses related to cycling and green technologies. Originally a side line at the Edina Bike and Sport store, demand for electric vehicles grew so much that The Electric Vehicle Store spun-off to specialize in plug-in zero emission electric transportation products and services. For more information go to: www.theelectricvehiclestore.com

 

About Innovative Power Systems

Innovative Power Systems (IPS) is a licensed general and electrical contractor and designs, installs, and services solar electric, solar thermal, and large residential wind systems. The company has been in business since 1991 and has installed hundreds of systems throughout the Upper Midwest. Ralph Jacobson is the CEO of IPS and one of the most experienced solar and wind energy installers in the state of Minnesota and NABCEP certified for both solar electric and solar thermal systems. For more information go to: www.ips-solar.com

 

####

Note to media: The MRES Solar Trailer has solar electric power available at the Eco Experience building for Minnesota State Fair attendees to charge their cell phones for free or for media equipment use powered with clean and sustainable energy. 

