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“Make Mine Solar H20” program making it easier for Twin Cities’ residents
 to catch some rays

Minneapolis, MN, July 25, 2010 – Twin Cities’ area residents will soon find it easier and more affordable to harness the sun’s rays to meet their energy needs thanks to an innovative new program being developed by the Minnesota Renewable Energy Society (MRES) with support from Minneapolis Saint Paul Solar America Cities.  This neighborhood based program is a bulk purchase initiative intended to reduce material costs and transaction efforts of solar thermal projects.  Program participants could potentially receive up to a 20% discount on equipment costs.  Solar thermal is most often utilized for hot water and space heating, and can result in a significant reduction of natural gas consumption.   MRES’ goal is to have 1000 systems installed in the Twin Cities by the end of 2012.  When fully implemented, this will result in the reduction of 22.5 million cubic feet of natural gas per year!  
MRES is modeling their Make Mine Solar H20 program on a similar, successfully implemented program in Portland, Oregon.  “The community-based Solarize Portland projects have created momentum for solar installations beyond previous levels of adoption, bringing solar a lot closer to broad-based acceptance,” explains Mark Stoffell, executive director of Solar Oregon, a non-profit engaged in education about solar.  He goes on to say, “In Portland, yearly installations have grown from below 50 to several hundred in the course of one year.”  

The program is open to residential, multi-family and commercial buildings, including churches and schools.  A two-panel solar thermal system (about 64 square feet of panel surface area) will provide approximately two-thirds of the yearly domestic hot water needs of a household of four.  A commercial operation, such as a restaurant, will experience an even more dramatic reduction in cost, with up to 80% of the installed cost shaved off by the bulk-purchase and additional incentives for businesses.  These numbers vary depending on site-specific installation needs.
The aim of this program is to not only make solar more affordable but also to inform residents about an unfamiliar product, overcome obstacles in the installation process and build a network of solar homeowners. MRES is currently working with the Office of Energy Security, Minnesota Department of Commerce and the Century College Solar Program to provide efficient and low cost site assessments to help consumers determine if their site is appropriate for solar.  MRES will also establish a list of qualified installers that will be engaged in the program.  These installers will guide homeowners through the entire installation process with the help of MRES.
MRES is now recruiting Minneapolis and Saint Paul neighborhoods to partner with.  If you are interested in your neighborhood participating in this program please contact your local neighborhood group and Laura Cina, Managing Director of the Minnesota Renewable Energy Society at 612-963-4757 or laurac@mnnewables.org. If you are interested in installing solar thermal on your property, please go to www.makeminesolar.org and complete the interest form.

Other incentives are available, including a rebate from the state of Minnesota. The Minnesota Solar Thermal Rebate Program has up to $500,000 in funding for businesses and residences, with rebates for up to 25% of installed system costs (maximum $25,000), depending on system size. A federal 30% tax credit for renewable installations is also available, and some utility companies also offer additional incentives.

This project was made possible by a grant from the U.S. Department of Energy and the Office of Energy Security, Minnesota Department of Commerce through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).
The Minnesota Renewable Energy Society (MRES) is a member-run, 501(c)(3) non-profit organization founded in Minneapolis in 1978 and incorporated in Minnesota in 1979 to promote the use of, and to engage in advocacy for, renewable energies in Minnesota through education and through the demonstration of practical applications. MRES is involved in education, awareness, and advocacy efforts for all forms of renewable energy, with a particular emphasis on solar technologies to advance a sustainable society and a renewable energy economy.  For more information please visit www.mnrenewables.org.
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