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Minnesota Solar Tour is part of the largest solar energy national event in the world, on October 4th
(Minneapolis) – Minnesota residents will join more than a hundred thousand people across the U.S. in learning about renewable energy and energy efficiency by participating in the 13th annual American Solar Energy Society’s (ASES) National Solar Tour on Saturday, October 4, 2008. 
The ASES National Solar Tour is the largest solar energy event in the world. Last year more than 115,000 attendees visited some 5,000 buildings in 2,900 participating communities. The event takes place annually on the first Saturday in October in conjunction with National Energy Awareness Month. The Minnesota Solar Tour is sponsored by the Minnesota Renewable Energy Society (MRES), the local chapter of ASES. 

David Boyce, Chair of MRES' Board of Directors, states, "Last year, we had 54 sites in our Minnesota tour with over 1800 visitors, and this year, we have several new sites. We invite everyone—whether you are just beginning to consider solar technology or have already been giving it serious consideration—to come out to the Solar Tour on the first Saturday of October."

The free self-guided Minnesota Solar Tour is a series of open houses featuring more than 50 solar-powered homes, businesses, and organizations in the Twin Cities and many other Minnesota communities, which have incorporated energy efficiency and renewable energy into building design and operation. Solar technologies on exhibit include solar thermal, solar photovoltaic (PV), and passive solar, as well as alternative energy technologies like geothermal heat pumps and wind turbines. Details on the participating sites, pictures, and State / Metro maps of the locations can now be found at www.MNSolarTour.org.
“The state has additional money for solar electricity rebates this year and announced a new residential solar hot water program this summer as well,” Stacy Miller of the Minnesota Office of Energy Security notes.  In total, there is $700,000 available for solar energy rebates from the State of Minnesota this year. Additionally, some utilities have matching incentives. More information on Minnesota Office of Energy Security programs is available at www.energy.mn.gov. Additional information on state, federal, and utility incentives is available at www.dsireusa.org .
About the Minnesota Renewable Energy Society

The Minnesota Renewable Energy Society is a member-run, 501(c)(3) non-profit organization founded in Minneapolis in 1978 to promote the use of and advocacy for renewable energies in Minnesota through education and demonstration of practical applications.  The Society is involved with education, awareness, and advocacy efforts for all forms of renewable energy technologies, with a particular emphasis on solar energy technologies.  For more information about MRES and the Minnesota Solar Home Tour, go to www.mnRenewables.org.
About the American Solar Energy Society
The American Solar Energy Society (ASES) is the nation’s largest and oldest nonprofit dedicated to advancing the use of solar and renewable energy and energy-efficiency technologies and practices that support a sustainable energy economy. ASES develops leading programs that increase the use of renewable energy and energy efficiency across the nation: www.ases.org.  The National Solar Tour will run in 48 states this year. A complete list of scheduled events may be found at www.NationalSolarTour.org.
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