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National Solar Tour coming to The Twin Cities Local residents to learn how to save on energy bills October 6 as part of the largest sustainable energy event in the U.S.

{Minneapolis/St. Paul} – Local residents will join some 100,000 people across the U.S. in learning about renewable energy and energy efficiency by participating in the 12th annual American Solar Energy Society’s (ASES) National Solar Tour on Saturday, October 6. 

Amid rising energy costs and concerns about climate change, the National Solar Tour invites participants to see how neighbors are saving money on utility bills, protecting the environment and reducing energy demand by using clean sources of energy. 

Through a series of open-houses and informative tours this event provides a good opportunity to learn about solar energy options, energy efficient design, real-world costs, and current rebates. This free, self-guided tour offers an opportunity to view over 40 solar-powered homes and businesses in Minneapolis, St. Paul, Stillwater, Mankato, St. Cloud, Rochester, Duluth and many other Minnesota cities.  Details on the participating sites as well as pictures and map locations can be found at www.mnRenewables.org/events/solartour/index.php. 
The tour is sponsored locally by the Minnesota Renewable Energy Society (MRES), the local chapter of ASES.  The Tour features homes, businesses, and organizations that have incorporated renewable energy into building design and operation.  Solar technologies including solar thermal, solar photovoltaic, and passive solar will be showcased, as well as other renewable energy technologies like geothermal heat pumps and wind turbines.  

Tours put the spotlight on current installations, giving neighbors an opportunity to see, explore, and ask questions about the real-world applications of renewable energy.  “Real Places for Real People,” the theme of the tour, reflects the typical buildings on the tour that are one step ahead without dramatic statements in appearance.  Owner volunteers are the best advocates and participate to raise community awareness of these sustainable energy technologies. 

The impact of this annual event is powerful. A recent survey showed that a majority of the people who attend a tour later go on to add sustainable energy technologies to their own homes or buildings.  "We're thrilled to have our house on the Solar Tour," says new solar homeowner and MRES board member Christopher Childs. "Our system is providing virtually all our electricity, and we love having the chance to invite other folks to come in and look it over." Childs and his wife, Elizabeth Dickinson, recently installed a 3-kilowatt PV array on their 1911 home on St. Paul's West Side.


This can have a profound and positive effect on the environment. According to recent U.S. EPA figures, residential and commercial buildings generate approximately 40% of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions. That’s more than is generated by transportation or manufacturing. (Source:  United States Environmental Protection Agency inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas emissions, April 2007).    
Federal and state government programs offer financial motivation to people interested in installing solar technology.  A 30% federal tax credit is available to individuals (up to a maximum $2000) and businesses (no maximum) for qualifying solar energy improvements to their buildings.  The IRS allows a 10% personal tax credit (up to $500) when building owners purchase new energy efficient water heaters, furnaces, boilers, heat pumps, and other systems, including qualified solar-powered water heaters.  Minnesota’s Solar Photovoltaic rebate program is funded at $500,000 per year for fiscal years 2008 and 2009 and allows  a rebate at $2 per watt ($2000 per kW) installed, up to a maximum rebate of $20,000/system for systems up to 10kW.  (Fiscal year for the State of Minnesota runs from July 1 to June 30.)

Additionally, Minnesota exempts renewable energy systems from sales tax, and property improvements related to solar photovoltaic or wind power are exempt from commercial and residential property tax increases.  Under Minnesota’s net metering law, energy generated by renewable energy systems of less than 40 kW may be sold back to the utility at retail rates, which means the renewable energy installation owner has the opportunity to effectively turn the electrical meter backwards when the system is generating more energy than the owner uses. 
Finally, rural small businesses and agricultural producers may qualify for Federal funding to cover a portion of a renewable energy installation or energy efficiency improvement.  The US Department of Agriculture covers these projects under Section 9006 of the Farm Bill (Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Grant and Loan Program).  More information on the program is available at www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill.
David Boyce, Chair of MRES' Board of Directors, states, "Regardless of what the government does or doesn't do, people see the need for a change in America’s energy structure.  Many have a desire to take steps to be part of this change.  People understand what's happening; people know, for example, that natural gas is going to get expensive, and they know solar technologies are now more affordable than ever.  We invite everyone -- whether you are just beginning to consider solar technology, or have already been giving it serious consideration -- to come out to the Solar Tour on the first Saturday of October.  View the installations personally, talk to the building owners and learn how accessible solar energy can be for the average home or business owner."

About the Minnesota Renewable Energy Society

The Minnesota Renewable Energy Society is a member-run, 501(c)(3) non-profit organization founded in Minneapolis in 1978 to promote the use of and advocacy for renewable energies in Minnesota through education and demonstration of practical applications.  The Society is involved with education, awareness, and advocacy efforts for all forms of renewable energy technologies, with a particular emphasis on solar energy technologies.  For more information about MRES and the Minnesota Solar Home Tour, go to www.mnRenewables.org.
About the American Solar Energy Society
The American Solar Energy Society (ASES) is the nation’s largest and oldest nonprofit dedicated to creating a sustainable U.S. energy economy. ASES develops leading programs that increase the use of renewable energy and energy efficiency across the nation. www.ases.org.  The National Solar Tour will run in 46 states this year. A complete list of scheduled events may be found at www.NationalSolarTour.org.  


Note to Editors: Many sites are willing to open their buildings to media for an advance look, prior to the National Solar Tour. To make arrangements, please contact Doug Shoemaker at (612) 308-4757. 

