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CURRENT BARGAINS AND INCENTIVES OFFER DEEP SAVINGS ON SOLAR HOT WATER SYSTEMS

Minneapolis Minn, November 7, 2010 --If you’re a Twin Cities homeowner or business interested in solar, now is a great time to install a solar hot water system, thanks to bulk purchase program discounts, possible state rebates, federal tax credits, site assessment bargains and energy loan programs. 

Thanks to the “Make Mine Solar H20”program, launched in July by the MN Renewable Energy Society (MRES), program participants could receive up to 20% off on equipment through their bulk purchase program. Site assessments through MRES are currently being offered for $90 for homeowners and $150 for qualifying businesses, compared to the $250-$350 typical cost. This innovative program has already prompted 62 solar-seeking residents to take the first step and purchase a discounted solar site assessment.  Several installations are moving forward this fall. 

 “The ‘Make Mine Solar H20’program makes it easier and less expensive to install a solar hot water system right now and we think that will encourage more people to install them,” said Laura Cina, MRES’ Managing Director. “Our goal is to have 1000 systems installed in the Twin Cities by the end of 2012.  When fully implemented, this would result in the reduction of 22.5 million cubic feet of natural gas per year. That’s a lot of carbon dioxide.”

MRES is also providing education for folks who want to learn more about solar hot water. A free educational workshop on “Make Mine Solar H20 “ will be sponsored December 7th and 14th  by MRES and Solar America Cities. This workshop will include solar hot water basics, program details and an installer meet and greet. “The Make Mine Solar program gives residents who’d been thinking about going solar the education, motivation and financial help to go ahead and do it,” Cina said. 
The program is designed to take advantage of bulk purchase discounts on equipment to increase affordability. Participants can choose from two systems, one manufactured by Buderus and one manufactured right here in Minnesota by Solar Skies. The systems will be installed by four qualified local solar installers – Applied Energy Innovations, SunTwentyOne Solar, Aladdin Solar or Solar Farm.  Creating green jobs for Minnesota is a high priority for MRES and this program. As part of this program, installers will help coordinate state rebates from the Minnesota Office of Energy Security while they are available as well as documentation necessary to claim federal tax incentives.
The program is open to residential, multi-family and commercial buildings, including churches and schools. Many area neighborhood organizations, including those in Longfellow, Lyndale, Beltrami, Union Park, Lowry Hill East, Prospect Park, Como Park and Powderhorn, have pledged their support and are helping promote the program to their residents, although anyone in the Twin Cities Metro area can participate in this program. Some neighborhood organizations are developing their own incentives for their residents only. 
The Solar America Cities program has also partnered with the Make Mine Solar program in order to help streamline the structural engineering process currently required for solar hot water installations. This partnership will provide 10 installations, five in St Paul and five in Minneapolis, with a free structural engineering review. This increases the savings of those participants by another $500-$1000. 
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