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www.SolarBoatRace.net

Minnesota Renewable Energy Society to Host the 17TH Annual Solar Boat Regatta
Lake Phalen, Saint Paul, MN - For the 17th year in a row, teams from various schools and organizations across Minnesota will compete in a solar-powered boat race on Saturday, May 16, 2009.  Designed to educate students about solar and engineering, teams will include high school and middle school students as well as Boy Scouts and independent teams.  The event begins at 10:00 AM and goes to 4:00 PM, and includes head-to-head, slalom and endurance races, informational posters and discussion with the teams, and even refreshments and live music from the Nick Hass trio.

According to the event organizer, Doug Shoemaker of Minnesota Renewable Energy Society (MRES), “We expect over a dozen teams will be participating in the event, coming from across the twin cities and greater Minnesota.  It’s exciting to have both new and returning teams, such as the middle school students that took top honors last year who are all now in high school and a Boy Scout team that is competing for their first time.  We’re also pleased to have help from other organizations such as GE, which supported volunteers and helped sponsor a team, and the Center for Energy and the Environment, which donated a solar panel for teams to use.”
Building off of years past, the MRES Solar Boat Regatta continues to grow.  Hundreds of students have participated, gaining valuable and unique experience with solar electricity, wiring, motors, fluid dynamics, boat design and modification, construction, and teamwork.  The solar-powered boats will make use of the sun's radiation, generating electricity that is either stored in a battery or used directly to run the boat’s motor.  No other power source of any kind is allowed.
The Solar Boat Regatta is open to the public and offers a great chance to see students’ interest in renewable energy in action.  And for added enjoyment, the Solar Boat Regatta has been organized to coincide with WaterFest 2009 at the Lake Phalen Park Pavilion.
The Minnesota Renewable Energy Society (MRES) is a member-run, 501(c)(3) non-profit organization founded in Minneapolis in 1978 to promote the use of and to engage in advocacy for renewable energies in Minnesota through education and through the demonstration of practical applications. MRES is involved in education, awareness, and advocacy efforts for all forms of renewable energy, with a particular emphasis on solar technologies. MRES is celebrating its 30th Anniversary this year though a series of events and activities.
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